The PLOS Medicine Editors* Ã medicine_editors@plos.org PLOS Medicine, now in our 12th year, publishes research across the spectrum of translation, from lab to clinic to epidemiology and public health. As editors of a journal with such a potentially broad scope but a limited volume of monthly articles, we are continually challenged to decide which topics to emphasize. In 2016, we have decided to take a new approach by publishing occasional special monthly issues on topics that we believe merit particular attention in the most accessible of the world's major medical journals. The first of these, planned for the summer of 2016, will be on diabetes prevention.
Public access is particularly important for research on societal problems of the scope and scale of the diabetes epidemic, which require the engagement of partners beyond the scientific research community. Consistent with PLOS Medicine's usual policy, the special issue will not receive sponsorship or advertising from companies that produce drugs or medical devices.
For researchers interested in having their work considered for the Diabetes Prevention Special Issue, the deadline for submissions is Friday, 4 March 2016. Authors of submissions that represent sound science but are not selected for the issue itself may be offered transfer of their manuscript to PLOS ONE, with inclusion in an overall Collection on Diabetes Prevention that will include papers published in both journals.
For the special issue we will consider laboratory translational or clinical studies describing policy or practice insights into diabetes prevention, including randomized trials, significant observational studies, systematic reviews and meta-analyses, diagnostic/prognostic evaluations, modelling studies, cost-effectiveness analyses, and natural experiments. In particular, we would welcome submissions from the following areas:
• Individual-level interventions aimed at prevention of type 2 diabetes
• Societal approaches to the prevention of type 2 diabetes
• Early detection of type 2 diabetes
• Prevention in resource-limited settings
• Studies of the genetic basis of obesity and type 2 diabetes that have direct implications for prevention
